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W elcome to Issue 25 of Back 
to Prabhupada (BTP). 
Devotees, regardless of their 
philosophical standpoint, some- 
times complain that the IRM's 
method of determining the bona 
fide path to follow via philoso- 
phy and the examination of Srila 
Prabhupada's instructions, to be 
too "lawyerly" or "intellectual". 
Instead, they advocate a much 
more "practical" approach to de- 
termining who is on the right 
path. And this is via showing one's 
"success" through one's "preach- 
ing" efforts. Preaching success in 
turn is usually demonstrated by 
acquiring or constructing real es- 
tate in the form of temples and 
also, sometimes, by the number 
of prasadam plates and books dis- 
tributed. This, it is argued, shows 
not only that they are "successful", 
but more importantly their suc- 
cess "proves" that they are "right" 
philosophically, and by extension 
"blessed" and "empowered" by 
the Lord. 

This practical demonstration 
of"superiority" will settle all issues 
it is claimed, as it will then be clear 
on whose side Krishna stands. 

After all, they argue, we must 
"judge by the result", and Srila 
Prabhupada himself is considered 
successful precisely because he 
preached all over the world, es- 
tablished many temples, and had 
many millions of books distribut- 
ed etc. In this way, we see various 
gurus trying to demonstrate their 
"spiritual power" by, for example, 
attempting to write more books 
than Srila Prabhupada did or by 
initiating more disciples than he 
did. However, this approach can 
be proven to be incorrect: 

1) Those of our older read- 
ers who lived through the "zon- 
al acarya" years from 1978-1986 
("The Great Guru Hoax, Part 1"), 
will immediately recognise the 
above reasoning, for it was used 
by the zonal acaryas themselves 


to "prove" they were bona fide. 
Because, as hard as it may be for 
some newer devotees to imagine 
given ISKCON's weakened state 
today, during that period, many 
more books were being distrib- 
uted than today, and in the West 
particularly, many devotees were 
still joining the temples in large 
numbers. Consequently the zon- 
al acaryas would use these exter- 
nal results as evidence of their 
divinity. A good example was 
Harikesa. Due to the massive 
book distribution he arranged 
throughout Eastern Europe, and 
the consequent large amounts 
of funds he was able to donate 
to the Mayapur project, he was 
hailed as truly blessed by Krishna, 
and Srila Prabhupada's "succes- 
sor". And yet history has proven, 
that despite all the external "suc- 
cess", these "acaryas" were an- 
ything but blessed by Krishna, 
with Harikesa showing how ad- 
vanced he actually was by leaving 
his ISKCON guruship behind and 
even advocating a philosophy 
which has been, at least in part, 
opposed to the teachings of Srila 
Prabhupada. 

2) Srila Prabhupada's empow- 
erment came from the fact that 
he followed his spiritual master's 
order without deviation. And it's 
not that he only began to do this 
when he was hugely "success- 
ful" in the West after 1966. No, he 
was doing it for many years prior 
to this, starting Back To Godhead 
magazine in 1944 for exam- 
ple, even whilst running a busi- 
ness and maintaining his family. 
Yet the above reasoning would 
have wrongly concluded that dur- 
ing this period Srila Prabhupada 
was not "empowered" since he 
did nothing otKer than run one 
magazine. Indeed, we can see 
that one of the guru hoaxers, His 
Holiness Bhakti Charu Swami, 
thinks Srila Prabhupada was not 
even preaching at this time: 


"And look at Srila Prabhupada: 
He became involved in preach- 
ing after he got out of household- 
er life" 

(Text PAMHO 6457480, Fri, 31 Jan 2003 
04:32 +0200) 

3) Even if we accept exter- 
nal output as the method by 
which to determine empower- 
ment, since all devotees are ac- 
tually being "made" by read- 
ing Srila Prabhupada's books 
and the process and system he 
gave us, it would only tell us that 
Srila Prabhupada himself, and 
not someone else, is empow- 
ered. Because no one has even 
really attempted to establish his 
own movement, and through his 
own strength achieve anything. 
Rather, they simply take the credit 
for Srila Prabhupada's work. 

Spiritual empowerment comes 
solely by following the order of 
the spiritual master with a view 
to pleasing him, and this may or 
may not result in something ex- 
ternal, as we saw in the life of Srila 
Prabhupada (pre-and post- 1966). 
And, as we have documented 
without challenge, such following 
has not been occurring at all in 
ISKCON since Srila Prabhupada's 
departure, and hence it was for 
this reason that the IRM was need- 
ed in the first place. Such disobe- 
dience will continue unless devo- 
tees begin to adopt the method- 
ology of the IRM in reading and 
relating what Srila Prabhupada 
stressed in his writings, rather 
than following the current prac- 
tice of substituting this for "big 
projects" to falsely convince one- 
self that one is receiving Krishna's 
"blessings"! 

Please feel free to write to 
me at the following address with 
any comments whatsoever: irm@ 
iskconirm.com. 

Thank you and Hare Krishna. 

Yours in the service of Srila 
Prabhupada, 

Krishnakant 
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please chant Hare Krishna, Hare Krishna, Krishna Krishna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 



please chant Hare Krishna and your life will become sublime! 
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Letters to the editor 

EDITOR'S NOTE: Due to a continued overwhelming response, the publication of letters has been running approximately 9 months 
behind for quite some time now. We tried previously to run an extra page of letters to clear the backlog, but this was to no avail since as 
the number of our subscribers continues to increase, so do the letters! We humbly beg your patience. 

HHare Krsna! All Glories to the Ujjain. I want to see ISKCON as of, and I would like to receive a copy 

Sole Savior of the world, Srila Prabhupada wanted. So please of The Final Order to learn more." 

Prabhupada! Thank you very send me the copy of BTP magazine - Gooljar Rajiv, Riviere Du Rempart, 
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WD23 3BR 


manK you very much once 
again for your hard and wonder- 
ful work. All glories to your service! 
Hare Krsna!" 

-Krsna Dhenu, Illinois, USA 

"Please continue your bless- 
ed work for the sake of IRM, now 
available also in German. We are 
receiving the IRM publication al- 
ways in due time and it is encour- 
aging to us that you are continuing 
and obeying the final order of Srila 
Prabhupada with such valuable in- 
formation. 

Your servants," 

- Michael and Kristine, Leverkusen, 
Germany 

"Respected Sir, I have read the 
last issue of Back To Prabhupada. 
The magazine is really the best." 

- Bharat Bhusan Rath, Research Associate, 
Rashtriya Sanskrit University, Tirupati, 
India 

"I am shocked when I see the 
picture of Lord Shiva in ISKCON 


to rescue the teachings and move- 
ment that Srila Prabhupada found- 
ed in ISKCON. I've already gone 
through several of the pages, and 
what can I say? It's pretty shocking 
how those rascals and scoundrels 
(as Prabhupada would no doubt 
call them) are getting away with 
such vile lies! Ah, but such seems to 
be the lot of the world. Still and all, 
I'm glad I stumbled onto you and 
your organization. 

Yours in Service," 

Mahavishnu Das, Illinois, USA 

"I have been a devotee since 
1976. I can see that something is 
wrong with the guru system since 
the beginning, I am glad someone 
is observing and exposing where 
necessary. Keep up the good work." 
- W. Interprise, Los Angeles, USA 

"Hare Krishna. PAMHO AGTSP. 
I have received some copies of the 
magazines and I have learned so 
many things that I was not aware 


have been overjoyed to read your 
literatures, and will continue to do 
so. I read BTP with the same eager- 
ness I read new BTGs as they tran- 
sitioned from black-and-white to 
color. 

With utmost respect" 

-Vatsara Das, Hawaii, USA 

"Back to Prabhupada is very 
good. It is a blessing, an illumina- 
tion for my life." 

- Luiz Gonzaga V. de Carvalho, Fortaleza, 
Brazil 

"Hare Krishna, Dear Sri 
Krishnakantji! 

Kindly accept my heartiest ap- 
preciations for your consistent ef- 
forts towards IRM. May the Supreme 
Lord grant enough strength, vigor, 
intelligence and wisdom to find the 
fruitful end results of all your efforts, 
to the best satisfaction of yourself 
and the selfless team supporting all 
your endeavours. Hats off for your 
endurance. Any time you may sug- 


gest to me how best I can support 
you and your trusted team." 

- U. Prabhakar, Andhra Pradesh, India 

"Thank you so much for point- 
ing out what Prabhupada said 
about demigod worship, salaries 
and no politics - which I now know 
means "what I shall get for my- 
self". Absolutely enlightening!!!!!! 
Thank you, let me know how I can 
help. Yours in the service of Srila 
Prabhupada" 

- Bhayahari Das, Hawaii, USA 

"Hare Krishna, I received 
a "Summary" copy of Back to 
Prabhupada, and am very happy to 
see this discussion being given the 
attention it deserves (and requires ) 

. . . .it is a brave thing to do. All glo- 
ries to Srila Prabhupada." 

Simon Buttonshaw, Victoria, Australia 

"Before knowing IRM, I was also 
having doubts regarding the gu- 
rus in ISKCON. But IRM is proving 
that my doubts are true. Thanks for 
sharing things "As it is". All Glories 
to Srila Prabhupada." 

- Vijay Somasundaram, Tamil Nadu, India 

"I have been in ISKCON since 
over 30 years, feeling cheated by the 
so-called gurus. I want to be clar- 
ified and know the truth. Thanks, 
Hare Krishna!" 

- Sonah Rohee, Forest Side, Mauritius 

"The issue was very well pre- 
sented and contained much I al- 
ready was aware of. Nonetheless, 
the importance of "getting the word 
out " must continue as we must not 
take for granted that the public is 
aware of these details, most espe- 
cially young devotees who were not 
even here when much of this hap- 
pened. I trace my connection to 
ISKCON to Henry Street in Brooklyn 
where I was blessed with the experi- 
ence of meeting Srila Prabhupada. 
This meeting changed my life. 

This is one reason that I am 
happy to see devotees such as you 
all standing forth to be heard. 

Your humble servant," 

Hanuman Vishnu Das, Virginia, USA 

"Excellent magazine!" 

- Jerome Burton, Maryland, USA 


please chant Hare Krishna, Hare Krishna, Krishna Krishna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 
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to "prove" they were bona fide. 
Because, as hard as it may be for 
some newer devotees to imagine 
given ISKCON's weakened state 
today, during that period, many 
more books were being distrib- 
uted than today, and in the West 
particularly, many devotees were 
still joining the tern nips in larng. 


"And look at Srila Prabhupada: 
He became involved in preach- 
ing after he got out of household- 
er life." 

(Text PAMHO 6457480, Fri, 31 Jan 2003 
04:32 +0200) 
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After all, they argue, we must 
"judge by the result", and Srila 
Prabhupada himself is considered 
successful precisely because he 
preached all over the world, es- 
tablished many temples, and had 
many millions of books distribut- 
ed etc. In this way, we see various 
gurus trying to demonstrate their 
"spiritual power" by, for example, 
attempting to write more books 
than Srila Prabhupada did or by 
initiating more disciples than he 
did. However, this approach can 
be proven to be incorrect: 

1) Those of our older read- 
ers who lived through the "zon- 
al acarya" years from 1978-1986 
("The Great Guru Hoax, Part 1"), 
will immediately recognise the 
above reasoning, for it was used 
by the zonal acaryas themselves 


2) Srila Prabhupada's empow- 
erment came from the fact that 
he followed his spiritual master's 
order without deviation. And it's 
not that he only began to do this 
when he was hugely "success- 
fu I" in the West after 1966. No, he 
was doing it for many years prior 
to this, starting Back To Godhead 
magazine in 1944 for exam- 
ple, even whilst running a busi- 
ness and maintaining his family. 
Yet the above reasoning would 
have wrongly concluded that dur- 
ing this period Srila Prabhupada 
was not "empowered" since he 
did nothing other than run one 
magazine. Indeed, we can see 
that one of the guru hoaxers, His 
Holiness Bhakti Charu Swami, 
thinks Srila Prabhupada was not 
even preaching at this time: 


wiuiuui Lnanenge, sucn following 
has not been occurring at all in 
ISKCON since Srila Prabhupada's 
departure, and hence it was for 
this reason that the IRM was need- 
ed in the first place. Such disobe- 
dience will continue unless devo- 
tees begin to adopt the method- 
ology of the IRM in reading and 
relating what Srila Prabhupada 
stressed in his writings, rather 
than following the current prac- 
tice of substituting this for "big 
projects" to falsely convince one- 
self that one is receiving Krishna's 
"blessings"! 

Please feel free to write to 
me at the following address with 
any comments whatsoever: irm@ 
iskconirm.com. 

Thankyou and Hare Krishna. 

Yours in the service of Srila 
Prabhupada, 

Krishnakant 


please chant Hare Krishna, Hare Krishna, Krishna Krishna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 
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EDITOR'S NOTE: Due to a continued overwhelming response, the publication of letters has been running approximately 9 months 
behind for quite some time now. We tried previously to run an extra page of letters to clear the backlog, but this was to no avail since as 
the number of our subscribers continues to increase, so do the letters! We humbly beg your patience. 


ii Hare Krsna! All Glories to the 

Sole Savior of the world, Srila 
Prabhupada! Thank you very 
much for sending me the "Special 
Summary Issue." Along with read- 
ing The Final Order and good asso- 
ciation from my family and friends 
who follow Srila Prabhupada, BTP 
has only helped me open my eyes 
and appreciate Srila Prabhupada 
even more. That also helped my 
spiritual life greatly, by placing Sri 
Krsna and Srila Prabhupada in the 
center of my worship and activi- 
ties. Thank you very much for the 
hard work you do in glorifying Srila 
Prabhupada's original position 
as the guru of ISKCON and expos- 
ing the miscreants who dress up as 
devotees and mislead them. Thank 
you very much for your service. I 
would like to continue receiving 
BTP magazine and other IRM litera- 
ture. By reading your literature I felt 
like I had a new birth, as if I got a 
second chance to everything. 

Thank you very much once 
again for your hard and wonder- 
ful work. All glories to your service! 
Hare Krsna!" 

-Krsna Dhenu, Illinois, USA 

"Please continue your bless- 
ed work for the sake of IRM, now 
available also in German. We are 
receiving the IRM publication al- 
ways in due time and it is encour- 
aging to us that you are continuing 
and obeying the final order of Srila 
Prabhupada with such valuable in- 
formation. 

Your servants," 

- Michael and Kristine, Leverkusen, 
Germany 

"Respected Sir, I have read the 


Ujjain. I want to see ISKCON as 
Prabhupada wanted. So please 
send me the copy of BTP magazine 
and The Final Order." 

- AnkurPathak, Agra, India 

" I'm convinced now! I've been 
reading BTP for some time now and 
it is very uplifting. Srila Prabhupada 
is a true guru." 

- Udisha Ballasur, Verulam, South Africa 

"I want to thank all of you for 
your precious service, thank you 
very much :)" 

Isvari Priya Devi Dasi, Firenze, Italy 

"Please send me all back issues. 
I absolutely concur with you, Srila 
Prabhupada is diksa guru of all 
ISKCON devotees past, present and 
future irrevocably. The question 
is will ISKCON hierarchy recognise 
and acton this essential truth." 

- Jagadish Das, Ramsgate, England 

"Thank you SO MUCH for send- 
ing BTP. It is AMAZING. I am grate- 
ful that you sent it, and so grateful 
that you and others are working 
to rescue the teachings and move- 
ment that Srila Prabhupada found- 
ed in ISKCON. I've already gone 
through several of the pages, and 
what can I say? It's pretty shocking 
how those rascals and scoundrels 
(as Prabhupada would no doubt 
call them) are getting away with 
such vile lies! Ah, but such seems to 
be the lot of the world. Still and all, 
I'm glad I stumbled onto you and 
your organization. 

Yours in Service," 

Mahavishnu Das, Illinois, USA 

"I have been a devotee since 
7 976. I can see that something is 
ymmg with the guru system since 
thejpeg inning, I am glad someone 


last issue of Back To Prabhupadar^/s observing and exposing where 

necessary. Keep up the good work." 
- W. Interprise, Los Angeles, USA 

"Hare Krishna. PAMHO AGTSP. 
I have received some copies of the 
magazines and I have learned so 
many things that I was not aware 


The magazine is really the best." 

- Bharat Bhusan Rath, Research Associate, 
Rashtriya Sanskrit University, Tirupati, 
India 

"I am shocked when I see the 
picture of Lord Shiva in ISKCON 


of, and I would like to receive a copy 
o/The Final Order to learn more." 

- Gooljar Rajiv, Riviere Du Rempart, 
Mauritius 

"I have been fascinated by, and 
in complete agreement with, IRM 
since I read the first issue of BTP. / 
concur with all the devotees who 
are grateful for your heroic efforts 
on behalf of Srila Prabhpada, and 
his bewildered following. I was 
lucky. I heard Srila Prabhupada 
tell a reporter in Berkeley, CA that 
the question of who might succeed 
.him was not "a political appoint- 
ment." It was equally clear, in Srila 
Prabhupada's writings, that only 
time would tell if another pure dev- 
otee emerged. I remember think- 
ing, "Prabhupada is the last guru. 
No more will be required - eliminat- 
ing all false claims". I believed that 
then, and I believe it now. 

At the moment, you are my link 
to the pa ram para, lam so glad you 
are busy looking after the truth. I 
have been overjoyed to read your 
literatures, and will continue to do 
so. I read BTP with the same eager- 
ness I read new BTGs as they tran- 
sitioned from black-and-white to 
color. 

With utmost respect," 

-Vatsara Das, Hawaii, USA 

"Back to Prabhupada is very 
good. It is a blessing, an illumina- 
tion for my life." 

- Luiz Gonzaga V. de Carvalho, Fortaleza, 
Brazil 

"Hare Krishna, Dear Sri 
Krishnakantji! 

Kindly accept my heartiest ap- 
preciations for your consistent ef- 
forts towards IRM. May the Supreme 
Lord grant enough strength, vigor, 
intelligence and wisdom to find the 
fruitful end results of all your efforts, 
to the best satisfaction of yourself 
and the selfless team supporting all 
your endeavours. Hats off for your 
endurance. Any time you may sug- 


gest to me how best I can support 
you and your trusted team." 

- U. Prabhakar, Andhra Pradesh, India 

"Thank you so much for point- 
ing out what Prabhupada said 
about demigod worship, salaries 
and no politics - which I now know 
means "what I shall get for my- 
self". Absolutely enlightening!!!!!! 
Thank you, let me know how I can 
help. Yours in the service of Srila 
Prabhupada" 

- Bhayahari Das, Hawaii, USA 

"Hare Krishna, I received 
a "Summary" copy of Back to 
Prabhupada, and am very happy to 
see this discussion being given the 
attention it deserves (and requires ) 

. . . .it is a brave thing to do. All glo- 
ries to Srila Prabhupada." 

Simon Buttonshaw, Victoria, Australia 

"Before knowing IRM, I was also 
having doubts regarding the gu- 
rus in ISKCON. But IRM is proving 
that my doubts are true. Thanks for 
sharing things "As it is". All Glories 
to Srila Prabhupada." 

- Vijay Somasundaram, Tamil Nadu, India 

"I have been in ISKCON since 
over 30 years, feeling cheated by the 
so-called gurus. I want to be clar- 
ified and know the truth. Thanks, 
Hare Krishna!" 

- Sonah Rohee, Forest Side, Mauritius 

"The issue was very well pre- 
sented and contained much I al- 
ready was aware of. Nonetheless, 
the importance of "getting the word 
out" must continue as we must not 
take for granted that the public is 
aware of these details, most espe- 
cially young devotees who were not 
even here when much of this hap- 
pened. I trace my connection to 
ISKCON to Henry Street in Brooklyn 
where I was blessed with the experi- 
ence of meeting Srila Prabhupada. 
This meeting changed my life. 

This is one reason that I am 
happy to see devotees such as you 
all standing forth to be heard. 

Your humble servant," 

Hanuman Vishnu Das, Virginia, USA 

"Excellent magazine!" 

- Jerome Burton, Maryland, USA 


please chant Hare Krishna, Hare Krishna, Krishna Krishna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 
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"I have read all of the BTP mag- 
azines with great interest , and now 
have had the chance to go online 
and read much, much more - most 
of which would curdle the GBC's 
milk. Also let me take this opportu- 
nity to thank you for all your efforts 
with the BTP magazine. Although 
some of the revelations are a bit 
shocking to say the least, they need 
to be exposed, and you do us all a 
great service in doing so. Again 
please forgive any offences, per- 
ceived or real, and pray for this old 
dog. Sincerely," 

- Vrajarbhaka Das, Vancouver, B.C., Canada 

"PAMHO. AGTSP. 

Dear Krishnakant and friends, 
the BTP no. 20 and the German 
Special Summary Issue I've been 
reading now. Even without, after 25 
years of ISKCON, I come to similar 
conclusions. Now I want to know 
more. Blessing upon you!" 

-Th.P. Schult, Dresden, Germany 

"Good work! Glory to Srila 
Prabhupada! Nimai Nitai Ki Jaya!" 

- Jeff Reicker, Vermont, USA 

"Please send Back to 
Prabhupada magazine to me. It is 
very good to read it. Lord Krishna 
and Srila Prabhupada love and 
bless all of you at all times. Hare 
Krishna." 

- Goloka Basini, Vancouver, Canada 

"I feel a little like Prabhupada's 
view of "eulogising" him whilst fac- 
tually doing very little (BTP 20, page 
1 0). When I think of IRM front line 
soldiers, I am put to shame. Anyway 
prabhus, keep up the fight. Not sure 
if I am so prepared as to "fight until 
death" (same page)! Jai Haribol!" 

- Saci Suta Das, Stourbridge, England 

"Thank you again. All Glories 
to our wonderful Jagat Guru who 
still continues to pour his blessings 
upon us all. Hare Krishna." 

- Roger Rodpush, Brisbane, Australia 

"IRM is doing a commenda- 
ble job to bring back the last glory 
of ISKCON. As we are so indebted 
to our beloved spiritual master, we 
can't allow it to be disgraced." 

- Harish M.G., Bangalore, India 


"ISKCON is not being run like it 
was 1 8 years ago. We want ISKCON 
to be run the way it used to be. 
Please expand your (IRM) wings 
and come to our city. We want to 
see the light." 

- Rasheeka Mohanlal, Pietermaritzburg, 
South Africa 

"Thank you for your continued 
service to Bhagavan Krsna, Srila 
Prabhupada and all of humanity!!! 
Hare Krsna!!!" 

- Greg Sexton, Tennessee, USA 

"My first encounter with 
ISKCON was in 1979 at Los Angeles 
Airport, USA on the way to Canada. 
But it was in the last 4 years I re- 
ally got to know more of ISKCON 
through BTP. Congratulations!" 

- Dr. G.P. Doraisamy, Penang, Malaysia 

7 have been practising Krishna 
Consciousness since the last 8 years 
but hadn't taken initiation as yet 
because I couldn't find any guru 
unto whom I could completely sur- 
render. I have always believed that 
Prabhupada is my real guru, and if 
one sincerely follows his orders of 
"4 no's & 1 yes" * then Prabhupada 
is very much competent of guid- 
ing and protecting the devotee. 
Hare Krishna. All glories to Srila 
Prabhupada." 

- Niraj Bidawatka, Mumbai, India 

*Four regulative prindples and chanting of 
16 rounds daily 

"Something is amiss in ISKCON. 
I want to know what. Already read 
Special Issue one. Hare Krishna." 

- Nirmala, Durban, South Africa 

"I've personally never met Srila 
Prabhupada but became a staunch 
devotee in 1979 through Srila 
Prabhupada's unchanged origi- 
nal books. He is the only true pure 
Spiritual Master. His potency is in 
his books. He is non-different than 
his books. Otherwise how can one 
come to know Krishna and Srila 
Prabhupada in such an intimate 
and non-material relationship?" 

- Roxanne King, Wheeling, USA 

"Hare Krsna. All glories to Srila 
Prabhupada and IRM devotees, 
thank you for releasing us from t) 



darkness." 

- Vikneswaran s/o Manirajah, Kedah, 
Malaysia 

7 thank you for exposing the 
false gurus. I look forward to learn- 
ing more and spreading the word of 
Srila Prabhupada." 

- Rob Ruckus, Las Vegas, USA 

7 am acquiring a great knowl- 
edge from these magazines. I am 
very much inspired by the maga- 
zine. Thank you (IRM) for doing 
such a great work in this beautiful 
world." 

- Shivabasu G.B., Bangalore, India 

"Thanks for sending BTP regu- 
larly. I find it very informative." 

- Anant Dave, London, England 

"It's really a great honour to get 
all these copies of BTP and know 
the truth. Hare Krishna." 

- Anirban Mukherjee, Kolkata, India 

"Krishnakantji and team are 
doing a wonderful seva and may 
His Divine Grace, our Jagat Guru 
Srila Prabhupada's blessings be al- 
ways bestowed upon each and eve- 
ryone of you. Truth is always truth. 
Hare Krishna. Thank you." 

- Radhika Devi Dasi, Johor, Malaysia 

"Prabhupada is my only Guru. 
Please send me the magazine. I 
want to serve him throughout my 
life and go to Krishna." 

- Mandakini Chandrakanth, Bangalore, 
India 

"Many thanks for sending me 
the BTP magazine. Peace be with 
you - be happy! Hare Krishna." 

- Mrs Judy Scrimshaw, Cornwall, England 

"Very interesting comments. 
I would like to read more of BTP 
magazines and The Final Order. 
Thanks!" 

- Dr. Ishkaar Vedpraksh, Verulam, South 
Africa 

"You are doing a great service to 
Srila Prabhupada. Hare Krishna!" 

- Joly Alain, Murwillumbah, Australia 

"Your magazine Back To 
Prabhupada is very interesting." 

- Gadiananrao Fakoo, Vacoas, Mauritius 
"You publication is interesting 

nd informative." 

- Dr. U.N. Naidoo, Stanger, South Africa 



Jai Rad he!! Krishnakantji we 
support you... Reveal the truth!!! It 
is very good that Krishnakantji is 
opening up the truth for the whole 
world. Because ISKCON was laid by 

c 

Srila Prabhupada to remove human 
beings from the clutches of Maya 
and that is only possible when sad- 

■ 

hana is done in the proper way!!!" 

- Sourendra Kumar Das, Kolkata, India 

7 would like to know the 
truth on this whole guru system, 
as I am a newcomer to Krishna 
Consciousness. It really hurts when 
I hear that Srila Prabhupada's final 
order is not being followed. Hare 
Krishna." 

- R. Rupesh Singh, Hyderabad, India 

"It is wonderful to know the 
truth." 

- Pradeep Kumar, Delhi, India 

"Please accept my thanks for 
your good works, I am really happy 
with IRM." 

- John Bassey David, Akwa Ibom State, 

Nigeria 

"Everyone must know the 
facts with the help of Back to 
Prabhupada. Hare Krishna." 

- A. Srinivasulu, Ongole, India 

"Keep up the great work! Only 
the TRUTH will set us all free." 

PKD, Orissa, India 

7 am interested to know more 
about IRM; since as of now I am dis- 
satisfied about the present govern- 
ing system of ISKCON." 

-V.V. Naidu, Tirupati, India 

"I want to know the truth, 
so that I might not follow in the 
disciplic order carried forward from 
Prabhupada. Hare Krishna." 

- Om Parkash Arya, Chandigarh, India 

"The Great Mission IRM and 
Back To Prabhupada. Jai Srila 
Prabhupada." 

-Vikram Singh H. Parmar, Hubli, India 

"Efforts are highly appreciated 
and found very effective." 

- R.N. Singhal, Lucknow, India 

"Wonderful magazines." 

- Geetanjali Sharma, Bangalore, India 

"Your magazine had made a 
great change in my life." 

- K. Raghavendran , Tamil Nadu, India 


please chant Hare Krishna, Hare Krishna, Krishna Krishna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 




please chant Hare Krishna and your life will become sublime! 
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IRM forces GBC into 


physicality U-turn 


I n the Back to Prabhupada 
Special Issue No. 2, we doc- 
umented over 100 statements 
from ISKCON's gurus and leaders 
all agreeing with the IRM's stance 
on Srila Prabhupada's position as 
ISKCON's diksa (initiating) guru. 
Following this, BTP has recent- 
ly highlighted a series of climb- 
downs by various ISKCON GBC 
(Governing Body Commission) 
members, again all agreeing with 
the IRM. As if this was not enough 
to establish the truth and suprem- 
acy of the IRM's philosophy, we 
now document a U-turn by one of 
the GBC's most prominent gurus, 
HH Sivarama Swami ("SRS"). 

The physicality doctrine 

At the heart of the GBC's re- 
jection of Srila Prabhupada's posi- 
tion as ISKCON's diksa guru have 
been arguments based on the gu- 
ru's physicality: 

a) That acting as diksa guru 
requires the guru to be physical- 
ly present. 

b) That this physicality in turn 
is required in order for the guru 
to accept disciples and initiate 
them. 

Based on these two points, 
which the GBC have further ar- 
gued is what Srila Prabhupada 
taught, the GBC have confident- 
ly concluded that it is not possi- 
ble for Srila Prabhupada to con- 
tinue to act as ISKCON's diksa 
guru following his physical depar- 
ture. And this"physical guru"doc- 
trine is so firmly embedded in the 
average ISKCON member's brain 
that they will robotically parrot 
this "physical" doctrine as soon as 
the fact of Srila Prabhupada be- 
ing ISKCON's diksa guru is ever 
brought up. 

SRS rejects his own "physical 
presence" argument 

In 1994, SRS published a pa- 
per entitled "Continuing the 
Parampara", where he attempted 


to refute the "ritvik" philosophy 
that Srila Prabhupada is the diksa 
guru of ISKCON. In a section 
of the paper dedicated to the 
"physical presence" of the guru, 
SRS argues the following point: 

"To act as siksa and diksa guru a 
spiritual master generally must 
be physically present / 7 

(SRS, Continuing the Parampara, 1994, 
emphasis added) 

However, now in a recent 
U-turn, he states the following: 

"The spiritual master, by dint of 
this principle of empowerment 
by Krishna, can reciprocate 
with the devotion of a disciple, 
which a disciple can necessarily 
experience, although that spir- 
itual master will not physically 
be present in one place, in that 
place, but he may be in a far dis- 
tant place, or he may not even 
be physically present on the 

planet at all " 

(SRS Podcast, August 4th, 2009, emphases 
added) 

a) Contrary to his earlier asser- 
tion that a diksa guru must gen- 
erally be physically present, SRS 
now accepts that the diksa guru 
may not be physically present be- 
fore the disciple or on the planet. 

b) He also states that the diksa 
guru has the ability to reciprocate 
with the disciple even when he is 
not on the planet. Clearly, if he 
has this ability of reciprocation 
with a disciple without being on 
the planet, he can just as easily re- 
ciprocate with an aspiring disci- 
ple and accept him without being 
on the planet as well. The lack of 
physicality is no bar*. 

SRS rejects his own "embodied 
guru" argument 

Back in 1994, SRS also argued 
that the diksa guru meant a phys- 
ically embodied guru: 


"Therefore in speaking of "ex- 
ternal manifestation of the 
Supersoul" the guru is being re- 
ferred to as that form of the Lord 
that is manifest to our eyes. The 
embodied guru. " 

(SRS, Continuing the Parampara, 1994, 
emphasis added) 

And now in 2009, SRS again 
takes a U-turn and adopts the 
IRM's position that the spiritual 
master's manifestation does not 
need to be "embodied" before us 
in order for him to act as the cur- 
rent spiritual master: 

"Prabhupada says that that 
same principle of expansion ap- 
plies to the spiritual master. He 
is not limited to his body [...] So 
I understand this spiritual mas- 
ter is a principle, to be the prin- 
ciple of being a representative 
of Krishna in which he's not lim- 
ited in the way that the body. 
the vapuh that he inhabits, is 

limited [...]" 

(SRS Podcast, August 4th, 2009, emphases 
added) 

Clearly, if the spiritual master 
is able to act via expansion and 
not limited in acting by the body 
he inhabits, then that same spirit- 
ual master is available to any as- 
piring disciple without his lack of 
vapuh acting as a hindering fac- 
tor*. 

*(lf a spiritual master has been suc- 
ceeded by another guru whom he has au- 
thorised, then regardless of whether or not 
he was on the planet, this would be a rea- 
son for him to stop accepting new disciples 
- but not just the lack of physicality itself). 

SRS'sown example 

Although it has taken SRS un- 
til 2009 to understand the false- 
ness of the physicality doctrine 
which he has been preaching for 
many years, it should have been 
obvious to him from the day he 



HH Sivarama Swami: 

180° about-turn 


himself got initiated, as he was in- 
itiated without physically meet- 
ing Srila Prabhupada: 

"For almost five years I had seen 
and known Prabhupada visual- 
ly from photos [...] But I had nev- 
er seen Prabhupada in person 
[...] That was the first personal 
contact with his Divine Grace, 
although I had been an initiat- 
ed devotee for two years." 

(SRS, Meeting Srila Prabhupada) 

And, yet hypocritically, he has 
asserted that no one else can do 
the same. 

Conclusion 

In our"GBC climbdown" series 
in BTP 23, we showed SRS effec- 
tively agreeing with the IRM that 
Srila Prabhupada is the diksa guru 
who initiates disciples in ISKCON. 
Now we have presented further 
evidence of the same. This phil- 
osophical volte-face is solely due 
to the widespread distribution of 
the IRM's foundational paper The 
Final Order (please see back page), 
in which we extensively docu- 
ment Srila Prabhupada's state- 
ments on the immateriality of the 
spiritual master's physical body to 
the process of initiation. It must 
now be clear to anyone interest- 
ed in the truth that the GBC's guru 
roadshow has hit one IRM road- 
block after another, forcing them 
to take one U-turn after anoth- 
er. Hopefully, it is only a matter 
of time until they and the entire 
ISKCON movement stop their hy- 
pocrisy and actually practice what 
they claim in words, and are re-di- 
rected on to the correct route - 
the road back to Prabhupada. 


please chant Hare Krishna, Hare Krishna, Krishna Krishna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 
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Debunking the physicality doctrine - Part 2 


F ollowing on from our expose 
of how even ISKCON lead- 
ers are coming to their senses re- 
garding the "physicality doctrine" 
- or the false belief that the spir- 
itual master is limited to the body 
he inhabits - we will now tack- 
le the root of this false doctrine. 
And that is the notion that since 
Srila Prabhupada's books consist- 
ently state that one must find, ap- 
proach, meet with, inquire from 
and ultimately receive initiation 
from a bona fide spiritual mas- 
ter, this can only be fulfilled if the 
spiritual master is living in a phys- 
ical body in full purview of one's 
audio-visual senses. In this arti- 
cle we will show how such state- 
ments apply to Srila Prabhupada 
even though he has physically de- 
parted. 

The Acarya teaches by 
example 

Since by definition an Acarya 
is one who "teaches by example" 
if there is any dispute over what 
Srila Prabhupada may have meant 
in regard to the instructions he 
gave, the dispute can easily be 
settled simply by reference to 
how he practically applied these 
instructions. The fact is that Srila 
Prabhupada never conversed with 
most of his disciples who were in- 
itiated before November 1977. 
This alone makes it clear that the 
guru-disciple relationship does 
not necessitate the physical pres- 
ence of the spiritual master, and 
the matter does not require any 
fu rther discussion. 

Approaching the guru 

Bhagavad-gita 4.34, states: 

"Just try to learn the truth 
by approaching a spiritual mas- 
ter. Inquire from him submis- 
sively and render service unto 
him. The self-realized soul can 
impart knowledge unto you be- 
cause he has seen the truth." 

Krishna states that the truth 
must be learned by"approaching" 


the spiritual master and"inquiring" 
from him. How is this possible if 
the spiritual master is not present 
on the planet? The purport to this 
verse makes it clear that this in- 
struction applies to the disciple , 
not just an aspiring disciple. Yet 
no disciple of Srila Prabhupada 
has been able to physically ap- 
proach and inquire from Srila 
Prabhupada for the last 32 years 
(and so many never even inquired 
from him before November 1977). 
But the GBC agrees that eve- 
ryone can still learn from Srila 
Prabhupada. In denying the fact 
that anyone can still inquire from 
Srila Prabhupada, the new edi- 
tion of the BBT publication Perfect 
Questions, Perfect Answers has a 
new introduction, which states 
the following fabrication in regard 
to Bhagavad-gita 4:34: 

"According to this instruc- 
tion there are three qualifica- 
tions for the novice: 

1. visit the guru 

2. inquire without challenging 

3. assist the guru in some way. 

The Gita suggests that the 
guru can "impart knowledge" 
when these three conditions 
are met." 

(Bob Cohen, Introduction, Perfect 
Questions, Perfect Answers, BBTI, 2005) 

Nowhere in the Bhagavad- 
gita does it say the disciple must 
"visit" the guru. This has been in- 
vented by the author Bob Cohen, 
a.k.a. Brahmatirtha Das, to try and 
prop up the false physicality doc- 
trine. 

Inquiring from the guru 

Explaining what "inquiring 
from the guru" actually means in 
practice, Srila Prabhupada writes: 

"In my books the philoso- 
phy of Krsna Consciousness is 
explained fully so if there is an- 
ything you do not understand, 
then you simply have to read 
again and again. By reading 
daily the knowledge will be re- 
vealed to you and by this proc- 


ess your spiritual life will devel- 
op." 

(Srila Prabhupada Letter, 22/1 1/1974) 

Srila Prabhupada states here 
that one can inquire and get all 
answers by simply consulting his 
books. The physical presence of 
the guru is not necessary. Note 
that Srila Prabhupada was issuing 
these instructions about the proc- 
ess of inquiring from the guru 
via the reading of his books even 
when he was physically present- 
how much more relevant then are 
they today when he is no longer 
physically present. 

Finding the guru 

In The Nectar of Devotion, Srila 
Prabhupada states: 

"Everyone should try to find 
such a bona fide spiritual mas- 
ter in order to fulfil his mission 
of life [...]." 

( The Nectar Of Devotion, His Divine Grace 
A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada) 

The very process of following 
Srila Prabhupada by reading the 
instructions contained in his book 
The Nectar of Devotion, is itself the 
act of finding the spiritual mas- 
ter, as illustrated by His Holiness 
Bhakti Charu Swami ("BCS"): 

"When he almost gave up 
his hope to find his spiritual 
master, he came across a book 
called The Nectar of Devotion 
by A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami 
Prabhupada. Becoming en- 
grossed in the depths of that lit- 
erature, he realized that he had 
found his spiritual master". 

(BCS biography from his official website, 
emphasis added) 

Meeting and guidance 

Srila Prabhupada speaks 
about the need for the guru and 
disciple to mutually examine each 
other before initiation (pariksa), 
the guru personally training and 
guiding the disciple. However, in 
ISKCON the system was that this 
was delegated to representatives: 



Srila Prabhupada: 

Physical absence no bar to being diksa guru 


"For six months, a candidate 
for initiation must first attend 
arati and classes in the sastras, 
practice the regulative princi- 
ples and associate with other 
devotees. When one is actually 
advanced in the purascarya-vi- 
dhi, he is recommended by the 
local temple president for initi- 
ation. [...] In this way the disci- 
ple renders devotional service 
under the guidance of the spir- 
itual master or his representa- 
tive for at least six months to a 
year." 

[Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya-lila 
15:108, and 24:330, purport) 

The "physical" guru 

Srila Prabhupada mentions 
that Krishna will send an ex- 
ternal or "physical" guru. Srila 
Prabhupada is such a guru who 
manifested externally in this 
world via a physical body. We 
have proven in this article that the 
subsequent demise of this phys- 
ical body does not prevent the 
guru from continuing to act as 
the guru. 

Conclusion 

Both through teaching and 
practise, Srila Prabhupada made 
it clear that in ISKCON he contin- 
ues to act as everyone's diksa guru 
regardless of his lack of physical 
presence. The "physicality doc- 
trine" itself has no "physical pres- 
ence" in Srila Prabhupada's teach- 
ings! 


please chant Hare Krishna, Hare Krishna, Krishna Krishna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 



please chant Hare Krishna and your life will become sublime! 
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ISKCON Studies Journal reviews IRM-GBC debate 


T he ISKCON Studies Journal is 
currently ISKCON's only vehi- 
cle by which they dialogue with 
academia and the wider secu- 
lar world (having replaced the 
ISKCON Communications Journal). 
That the inaugural issue of this 
journal opens with not one, but 
two reviews of the IRM-GBC de- 
bate book published by Martin 
Luther University, Germany (avail- 
able to read atthe IRM homepage: 
www.iskconirm.com) is signifi- 
cant in that it shows that the IRM 
is now firmly established as the 
main scholarly and ideological 
adversary to the current GBC. We 
analyse one of these reviews here, 
with excerpts from it contained in 
the paneled boxes. 

IRM success due to consistency 

"Krishnakant Desai has from the 
beginning been the ideological 
leader of IRM, so it is only natural 
that he present their case. [...] 
A second edition of The Final 
Order was released in 2002; the 
differences between the two 
editions are small, reflecting the 
strength of his original thesis. [...] 
No doubt consistency is one of the 
reasons for Desai' s success." 

This recognises that our suc- 
cess is due to our position being 
strong and unchanging. 

GBC position always changing 

"On the other hand, as Desai never 
fails to show, the GBC position 
has changed many times over 
the years, both on details and on 
larger principles." 

This alone condemns the 
GBC position to failure, since if 
someone's position is continually 
changing, then there is no guar- 
antee that the current position 
will also not again change, mean- 
ing effectively that there is no po- 
sition. 


Unprecedented objection 

"One of the 'GBC objections' that 
Desai deals with in his paper is that 
the rtvik system is unprecedented. 
[. . .] Desai counters this by arguing 
that Prabhupada did many other 
unprecedented things in his 
preaching mission, [...] he also 
points out that if a guru never 
sets any precedents, nothing will 
ever be unprecedented, since no 
precedents would exist in the first 
place to act as a comparative 
standard! That aside, Desai does 
have a point here. For all practical 
purposes, Prabhupada founded 
a movement of his own, and he 
could certainly have done with it 
whatever he wanted." 

This accepts that the GBC's 
main objection is defeated - be- 
cause one cannot use precedent 
as a standard by which to deter- 
mine the activities of an institu- 
tion which itself is unprecedent- 
ed. 

Physicality doctrine defeated 

"Another common anti- rtvik 
argument also noticeably absent 
is that of pariksa, the mandatory 
time of mutual examination 
between guru and disciple. If the 
guru is not physically present, 
how would this be possible? Desai 
soundly defeats this argument by 
pointing out that Prabhupada's 
constant travel very seldom gave 
him the chance for personally 
examining his students. Rather, 
this task fell to senior students, 
who would recommend those 
they felt to be serious candidates 
to Prabhupada for initiation. If 
pariksa could be done in that way 
back then, why not now also?" 

The above is very apt in keep- 
ing with the theme of this issue 
of BTP and the utter defeat of the 
physicality doctrine (please see 
pages 5, 6 and 14-15), which is an- 
other common GBC objection to 


the IRM's "ritvik" position. 

Contradictory conclusion 

"So who wins the debate? In 
my opinion, Shannon (GBC 
spokesman) does. Desai does 
score some good points, but to 
me, there is not enough evidence 
to support his position. Since the 
rtvik system would be an unusual 
way of continuing the succession 
- to say the least - the burden of 
proof falls on him, and apart from 
Prabhupada's will and the 9 July 
letter, he really doesn't have much 
evidence to support his case. Most 
importantly -and this isn't covered 
in either of the papers - his thesis 
presupposes a huge conspiracy." 

Of course, it is not possible 
for an in-house ISKCON journal to 
publish that the IRM is "right", but 
the reasons given for the GBC "vic- 
tory" a re contradictory: 

a) Having said that the IRM's 
evidence is only the July 9th direc- 
tive and Srila Prabhupada's Will, 
the reviewer states regarding the 
GBC's position: 

"If Prabhupada wanted the rtviks 
to become full gurus, why did he 
not dearly say so?" 

So having claimed the IRM 
does not have enough evidence, 
our reviewer effectively admits 
the GBC position has NO evidence 
due to there being no order for 
the ritviks to become gurus. Yet 
"some" evidence supposedly los- 
es to "no" evidence! 

b) The "burden of proof" by 
definition falls on whomever is 
seeking to prove something. 

The IRM seeks to prove that: 
Srila Prabhupada appointed ritviks 
to continue initiations in ISKCON. 

The GBC seeks to prove that: 
Srila Prabhupada appointed ritviks 
to continue initiations in ISKCON, 
and that these ritviks later trans- 
mogrified into diksa gurus. ("The 
Great Guru Hoax, Part 1"). 


The IRM's burden of proof is 
therefore already automatically 
contained within and satisfied via 
the GBC's position. But the GBC 
have the additional burden of 
proving their transmogrification 
claim, which the reviewer has ad- 
mitted above is not satisfied. 

c) The"most importantly" rea- 
son presupposes a conspiracy 
theory. But The Final Order actu- 
ally states the opposite: 

"We have no interest in con- 
spiracy theories." 

[The Final Order, Introduction) 

Because our position is only 
that the GBC made a huge mis- 
take, and this is possible even 
without a conspiracy. 

De facto victory 

"In Weber's terms, the guru in 
ISKCON is today more of a priest 
than a charismatic prophet; [...] 
None of the deceased disciples 
of Prabhupada have had clear 
successors. If this continues to 
be the case, one may very well 
question whether the rtviks 
actually did not win out after all." 

This echoes the same points 
made by BTP, first in BTP Special 
Issue No. 2 about how the ISKCON 
guru has now been re-defined in 
principle as a r/fw7c (priest); and in 
BTP issue 12 about how it is actu- 
ally the GBC that has stopped the 
parampara (disciplic succession) 
with none of their deceased gurus 
having successors - thus leading 
to the IRM "winning" after all! 

Conclusion 

For an official ISKCON publi- 
cation to publicise that we may 
not be severe offenders but have 
points of reasonable merit repre- 
sents a marked sea-change. This 
is consistent with the climbdowns 
and U-turns which ISKCON gurus 
have been pushed into by the IRM 
as highlighted in the BTP Special 
Issue No. 2 and recent BTP issues. 


please chant Hare Krishna, Hare Krishna, Krishna Krishna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 
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Dutch national service 


COMING TO 
PRABHUPADA 

By 

Bhakta Axel 
Persaud 

Utrecht, 

The 

Netherlands 

I was brought up in a Christian 
family in the Netherlands, and 
hence had absolutely no experi- 
ence with other religions. When I 
was young I had some questions 
about life, but was not able to get 
the answers from Christianity. 4 
years ago, around the age of 23, 1 
came into contact with Buddhism 
and I gave alot of my time to it. I 
meditated several hours a day and 
my lifestyle changed. I became so 
serious about taking this path that 
I traveled to Sri Lanka and spent 
many months in a Buddhist med- 
itation centre there. After search- 
ing for happiness in the 'material' 
life, I was now seeking happiness 
via 'spiritual' life. And though be- 
coming a Buddhist had allowed 
me to feel more at peace, I still 
had so many questions which 
could not be answered. 

My family being devout 
Catholics naturally became very 
worried by my intense interest in 
Buddhism. Not sure exactly what 
to do, my sister went and bought 
Bhagavad-gita, thinking she 
would be able to get a better in- 
sight into my newfound ''Eastern" 
religion. She had no idea that this 
book was not a Buddhist text, and 
actually did not end up reading it 
at all. But this was definitely to be 
Krishna's arrangement, because 
she ended up giving the book to 
me! So this was two years ago in 
2007, and I did read the book, and 
I liked it very much. Finally I came 
across the knowledge which I had 
been seeking for such a long time, 
which I had not been able to find 
in either Christianity or Buddhism. 
After reading Bhagavad-gita I 
wanted to accept a spiritual mas- 


ter, because in the Gita it clear- 
ly states we must accept such 
a spiritual master. For that rea- 
son I searched on the internet 
and found a contact for ISKCON 
in Utrecht, the place where I live. 
And I sent them an e-mail in 
which I stated: 

"Dear Sir/ Madam, 

Recently I am in contact with 
the teachings of Krishna. I want to 
go further and therefore now I am 
looking for a Guru who can help 
me progress in Krishna conscious- 
ness. Do you know how I can best 
do this?" 

This was my first question 
about Krishna Consciousness and 
at that time I did not know how 
important the question was to 
be! It was only later that I would 
come to know that only the IRM 
could give me the answer to this 
question! 

At that time the answer I re- 
ceived from ISKCON stated that if 
I wanted to find a spiritual master, 

I would have to visit the ISKCON 
temples and attend their meet- 
ings. A couple of months later I 
visited Radhadesh, which is the 
big ISKCON temple in Belgium. I 
stayed there for some days and 
liked the place. I bought a lot of 
books by Srila Prabhupada and 
started to chant the Hare Krishna 
mantra on beads. It was a nice ex- 
perience. I also visited some tem- 
ples in the Netherlands. 

However, I remember I was 
somewhat disappointed by the 
lectures given at the ISKCON tem- 
ples. They were not really interest- 
ing and could not give me any in- 
spiration. And I could not see any 
person in the temples who was fit 
to be a spiritual master. Rather, 
what I found in the temples was 
actually a huge difference com- 
pared with howKrishnaconscious- 
ness was described in the books 
of Srila Prabhupada, and I felt that 
something was wrong. Therefore 
as I read Srila Prabhupada's books 
more and more, I corresponding- 



ly ended up reducing my trips to 
the ISKCON temples. Instead, I be- 
came satisfied with reading Srila 
Prabhupada's books and watch- 
ing his DVDs, which simply made 
me appreciate his knowledge and 
humility more and more. 

At this time I also heard some- 
thing about problems with the 
ISKCON gurus. So I searched on 
the internet for more information 
about this subject and found out 
many things. I read about the poi- 
soning theory and other theories, 
but I missed coming across some 
real philosophy and knowledge. 
Rather, there was a lot of specu- 
lation on these websites, where- 
as I had been attracted to Srila 
Prabhupada because he present- 
ed a philosophy with great knowl- 
edge, without any speculation be- 
hind it. So it was only after I came 
across the IRM website (www: 
iskconirm.com), which was full 
of only philosophical and schol- 
arly papers, that I could under- 
stand exactly what was wrong in 
ISKCON. I spent many hours read- 
ing the website and I could see 
their reasoning was clear and al- 
ways supported by direct quotes 
from Srila Prabhupada. There was 
so much evidence! So I immedi- 
ately sent the IRM an e-mail and 
asked more questions. It became 
clear to me that all the problems 
in ISKCON started with deviation 
from Srila Prabhupada's orders. 
Srila Prabhupada made it very 
simple for us in that all we have to 
do is follow his words, and I could 
see that this was what the IRM 
was doing. 

I liked Srila Prabhupada for 
speaking the truth with a clear ex- 
planation, and I could see that the 
IRM were representing him by also 
speaking the truth with a clear ex- 
planation. And after having spo- 
ken and met with Krishnakant 
Prabhu, I was very happy to have 
found a person who has giv- 
en his whole life to bring back 
the truth and knowledge of Srila 


Prabhupada. Therefore, having 
already found something lacking 
in ISKCON, the decision to join the 
IRM was an easy one. 

After accepting the philos- 
ophy of the IRM, I got great op- 
portunities to actually serve Srila 
Prabhupada. 

Previously, whatever service 
I did, the result was simply that 
it directly or indirectly brought 
more people to a misleading 
ISKCON. This means that I did not 
serve Srila Prabhupada, but ac- 
tually I only did some disservice, 
since I was bringing people to an 
organization which is disobeying 
him. 

The IRM is giving a chance for 
people to actually stop wasting 
their time, but rather giving them 
the opportunity to use their time 
in the best possible way. What 
better service can be done than 
to try and restore the organiza- 
tion which Srila Prabhupada set 
up? Thousands and thousands 
of people get misled by follow- 
ing people who disobey Srila 
Prabhupada, and this means they 
cannot connect with the real spir- 
itual master. They are serving 
the wrong 'spiritual masters' and 
wasting their valuable time, while 
serving Srila Prabhupada is the 
best use of time. Unfortunately, in 
ISKCON they do not learn directly 
from Srila Prabhupada any more, 
but they learn from a so-called 
'living' diksa guru who is disobey- 
ing Srila Prabhupada. Those liv- 
ing diksa gurus were never au- 
thorized by Srila Prabhupada in 
the first place, which means they 
are acting without following the 
instructions of Srila Prabhupada, 
and therefore they can never 
make others understand these in- 
structions to begin with. So there 
are still a lot of people who do 
not know about what really hap- 
pened after the 'disappearance' of 
Srila Prabhupada. Of course, not 
all people want to know, because 
some just want to have a 'peace- 
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Some of the Dutch IRM devotees distributing BTPs at the Paris Rathayatra: 
(L-R): Bhaktin Tesse, Bhaktin Matshy, BhaktaTheo and Bhakta Axel 


ful life' or want to maintain their 
position in ISKCON. They do not 
want to give up the things they 
find important, so they cannot 
serve Srila Prabhupada. But po- 
tentially there are many people 
who still need to hear the truth, 
and because of the books of Srila 
Prabhupada, everyday more peo- 
ple become interested in Krishna 
Consciousness and thus come in 
contact with ISKCON. Of course, 
sankirtan (public preaching) and 
book distribution are all great, 
provided the result is that people 
will surrenderto the bonafide spir- 
itual master - Srila Prabhupada. 
Therefore, it is so important to 
help correct the situation, so that 
book distribution and sankirtan 
will have the same beneficial ef- 
fects as they had when everyone 
was serving Srila Prabhupada. 

So practically I now take eve- 
ry opportunity to give devotees 
the Back to Prabhupada maga- 
zine and The Final Order and thus 
give them knowledge which can 
open their eyes. This service can 
be done in many places and is 
very important to help devotees' 
spiritual lives. Indeed, myself and 
some of the other members of 
the Dutch IRM have traveled to 
Rathayatra festivals throughout 
Europe to distribute BTPs. In do- 
ing this we hooked up with IRM 
members in the other countries 
and worked together. We all have 
such a sense of family and co-op- 


eration, since we are basically like 
Srila Prabhupada's army, all united 
by exactly the same mission and 
the same spiritual master. 

There were still many people 
who did not know about the truth 
and they were very happy to re- 
ceive a BTP. Of course, there are 
a Iso 'devotees' who became angry 
at us for doing this, which must 
be a sign of fearfulness at the 
fact that we are giving people the 
truth, since why should they be- 
come angry if we are simply hand- 
ing out easily answered fairytales? 
In the future, I plan to continue 
visiting as many Rathayatras and 
temples as possible to give peo- 
ple the opportunity to know the 
truth about Srila Prabhupada. 

To be able to print these mag- 
azines and books I also donate a 


portion of any money I earn from 
my work in the dentistry field 
and running a Yoga school. This 
is the best use of money since it 
will bring people back to Srila 
Prabhupada - and nothing is 
more important in ISKCON than 
that. 

In addition, in the Netherlands 
I am part of a group of Dutch IRM 
members who are translating The 
Final Order into Dutch, and hope- 
fully we can complete this soon. 
In this way we can reach the Dutch 
people who do not understand 
English very well. Hopefully af- 
ter this we can set up a Dutch IRM 
website as well so we can reach 
the Dutch people who are eager 
to know the truth. It is important 
to make this most vital informa- 
tion available in as many languag- 
es as possible. 

So there are many opportuni- 
ties to serve Srila Prabhupada in 
the current situation we find our- 
selves in, and I have only just be- 
gun. I can no longer make excus- 
es to not serve Srila Prabhupada. 
This process is not so easy, since 
the false ego is there and maya (il- 
lusion) tries to get us away from 
serving Krishna through Srila 
Prabhupada. Srila Prabhupada 
spoke about "boiling the milk" 
and devotees becoming very se- 
rious to progress in Krishna con- 
sciousness, and this is what I have 
to do now. I have to give up eve- 
rything which is about trying to 


“The Dutch IRM have 
hooked up with IRM 
members in other coun- 
tries to distribute BTPs 
[...] we are basically 
like Srila Prabhupada’s 
army, all united by ex- 
actly the same mission 
and the same spiritual 
master.” 

make myself happy, even if this is 
through doing 'spiritual' activities, 
and to only try and please Srila 
Prabhupada. Hence, my goal is 
to try and make Srila Prabhupada 
happy without wanting to be 
happy myself. Of course, we will 
be automatically happy by serv- 
ing Srila Prabhupada and Krishna, 
but this should not be the goal of 
the service, since service should 
be unmotivated: 

"The supreme occupation 
[d harm a] for all humanity is that 
by which men can attain, to loving 
devotional service unto the tran- 
scendent Lord. Such devotional 
service must be unmotivated and 
uninterrupted to completely satisfy 
the self." ( Srimad-Bhagavatam , 1 :2:6) 
We should not just use Krishna 
and Srila Prabhupada for the pur- 
pose of trying to satisfy ourselves. 
Therefore, I am so thankful to 
the IRM which has given me the 
chance to repay Srila Prabhupada 
for what he has done for me, by 
rendering service which will ac- 
tually please him, rather than just 
doing him a disservice by leading 
persons away from him. 

Every morning when chant- 
ing the maha-mantra we are in- 
tently praying that we will be en- 
gaged in Krishna's service. I am so 
glad that my prayers have been 
answered! Jaya Srila Prabhupada! 

Readers are cordially 
invited to follow Bhakta 
Axel's example by 
sending us your story 
of just how you came 
'Back to Prabhupada'. 



Bhakta Axel holding the Dutch BTP Special Summary Issue 
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V 

Srila Prabhupada’s purity formula 


I n BTP 22 we had written that "Kali has utlilised various ambitious , deviant gurus, leaders and managers to usurp Srila Prabhupada and 
derail his movement; thereby turning ISKCON into just another new-age Hindu sect, devoted increasingly to philanthropic, commercial 
and secular activities Srila Prabhupada gave many warnings to prevent such degeneration. 


Better starve than 
compromise for money 

"Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati 
Thakura comments that there are 
many materialistic persons who 
become preachers, gurus, religion- 
ists or philosophers only for the 
sake of maintaining a high stand- 
ard of living and sense gratification 
for themselves and their families. 
Sometimes they adopt the dress of 
a sannyasi or preacher. They train 
some of their family members as 
lawyers and continually seek help 
from a high-court to acquire rich- 
es on the plea of maintaining tem- 
ples. [...] Thus they spread a net- 
work of business schemes to col- 
lect money for sense gratification 
by cheating people in general, who 
have no knowledge of pure devo- 
tional service." 

[Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, Antya-lila, 9.69, 
purport) 

"Recently I have received from 
one Sannyasi complaint about an- 
other Sannyasi who is not chant- 
ing regularly. So our view is that we 
shall be strictly following the rules 
and regulations. Monetary mat- 
ters are secondary. On principle, we 
should better starve than neglect 
our rules and regulations." 

(Srila Prabhupada Letter, 11/4/1972) 

We should not change to 
accommodate the public 

"Now go on in this way increas- 
ing more and more, and always 
stick tight to the point of our philos- 


ophy. We should not compromise 
in any way just to accommodate 
the public idea, but we can so taste- 
fully present the real thing that we 
will change the people to accom- 
modate us." 

(Srila Prabhupada Letter, 16/2/1972) 

"I am not much fond of the idea 
of changing things to accommo- 
date the public -- better to change 
the public to accommodate us." 
(Srila Prabhupada Letter, 28/12/1971) 

"We are not after vox populi. 
That is not our concern. We have 
got our standard method [...] We 
do not make any compromise. This 
is our method. If you like, you take 
it. If you don't like, you go away. 
Don't mind." 

(Srila Prabhupada Room Conversation, 
21/5/1975) 

Concentrate on preaching to 
devotees, not public 

"Yes, yc u have got the right idea 
when you say that your preaching 
work shall be directed toward the 
children and the devotees and not 
so much to the Dallas public [....] so 
now we have got enough followers, 
let us train them up perfectly in the 
philosophy [...] Unless all of my stu- 
dents become very much fixed up in 
their spiritual progress, what is the 
use of so many programs for expan- 
sion?" 

(Srila Prabhupada Letter, 20/6/1972) 

"You can thin milk by adding 
water and you can make it thick 
by boiling. Now is the time for us 


to begin the boiling process. Now 
you know everything how to be a 
Vaisnava brahmana, now you must 
practice these thing or the whole 
thing will be a show only. Better 
to develop the small number of 
devotees we have, make them tru- 
ly Krishna conscious boys and girls 
than to go on getting many fol- 
lowers who do not understand and 
practice the real principles. Better 
one moon that many stars." 

(Srila Prabhupada Letter, 9/5/1972) 

Stop the musical inventions 

"With regard to your question 
about Bengali style kirtan and mr- 
danga playing, one or two styles 
is best. To introduce more styles 
is not good. It will become an en- 
cumbrance. Who is thatKrsna dasa 
Babaji who is teaching? If we intro- 
duce so much emphasis on style of 
kirtan, then simply imitation will go 
on. Devotional emotion is the main 
thing. If we give stress to instru- 
ment and style then attention will 
be diverted to the style. That will be 
spiritual loss." 

(Srila Prabhupada Letter, 30/6/1976) 

"So far the Road Show and this 
Yoga Village are concerned, these 
things should be stopped. Simply 
perform our kirtana. If we divert 
our attention in this way, the whole 
thing will gradually deteriorate. He 
is going far away. All these things 
are nonsense inventions. Such in- 
venting spirit will ruin our this 
movement. People may come to 


see, some will become devotees, but 
such devotees will not stay because 
they are attracted by some show 
and not by the real thing or spirit- 
ual life according to the standard of 
Lord Caitanya." 

(Srila Prabhupada Letter, 5/11/1972) 

Stop the bureaucracy 

"Once before you wanted to do 
something centralizing with your 
GBC meeting, and if I did not inter- 
fere the whole thing would have 
been killed. Do not think in this 
way of big corporation, big cred- 
its, centralization-these are all 
nonsense proposals. [...] Krishna 
Consciousness Movement is for 
training men to be independent- 
ly thoughtful and competent in all 
types of departments of knowledge 
and action, not for making bu- 
reaucracy. Once there is bureaucra- 
cy the whole thing will be spoiled." 
(Srila Prabhupada Letter, 22/12/1972) 

Stop the yakking, distribute 
books instead 

"If you sell a book to someone, 
that is better than your speaking 
to them-what will your three min- 
utes' preaching do?" 

(Srila Prabhupada Letter, 3/11/1972) 

"The real preaching is selling 
books. You should know the tactic 
how to sell without irritating. What 
your lecture will do for three min- 
utes, but if he reads one page his life 
may be turned." 

(Srila Prabhupada Letter, 30/9/1972) 


IRM Mission Statement 

S ince the physical departure of His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Srila Prabhupada from our material vision 
on November 1 4th 1 977, the International Society For Krishna Consciousness (ISKCON), the great movement which 
he single-handedly founded in 1 966, and which is the only hope for humanity, has undergone a massive deterioration in 
its spiritual purity. This has been due to various deviations from the instructions and standards given by Srila Prabhupada, 
the chief of which being his displacement as the sole diksa Guru for ISKCON. The ISKCON Revival Movement (IRM) seeks 
to restore ISKCON to its former glory, purity and philosophical chastity through the re-institution of all the instructions 
and standards that Srila Prabhupada gave, beginning with his role as the sole authority and diksa Guru for ISKCON. The 
IRM's position is set out in The Final Order - see back page to order your free copy. 
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Readers’ questions and challenges 


"So much quarreling in Kali- 
yuga, this cannot be avoided but 
through a high level of Krsna con- 
sciousness, and since we don't 
have that we must be merciful. A 
Vaisnava without mercy is one in 
name only. So please whatever 
the controversy one should act in a 
non-offensive way." 

- Dayanidhi Das, California, USA 

Editor replies: 

You are correct that a Vaisnava 
is supremely merciful, and we 
try to act in such a merciful and 
non-offensive way by ensuring 
that everyone receives the truth 
both about Srila Prabhupada and 
the guru hoax that is prevent- 
ing conditioned souls from re- 
ceiving his mercy. To keep eve- 
ryone in ignorance regarding 
Srila Prabhupada's most munifi- 
cent position as the saviour of the 
whole world would be a very non- 
merciful act. 

Srila Prabhupada himself 
states that real mercy means to 
direct people to the bona fide 
Vaisnava initiating guru, and at 
the same time warn people to 
neglect those who are offensive 
towards and envious of such a 
bona fide Vaisnava initiating guru. 
Furthermore, he stated this in re- 
spect of his ISKCON movement, of 
which he is the bona fide initiat- 
ing guru: 

" The spiritual master initi- 
ates the disciple to deliver him 
[...] A mundane person in the 
dress of a Vaisnava should not 
be respected but rejected . This 
is enjoined in the sastra (up- 
eksa) [...] A preacher's duty is to 
[...] show mercy to the innocent 
and reject or neglect those who 
are envious or jealous . There are 
many jealous people in the dress 
of Vaisnavas in this Krishna con- 
sciousness movement , and they 
should be completely neglect- 
ed 

(Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya-lila, 
1 : 218 , purport) 


"The truth is already present- 
ed in the very first issue of BTP (and 
in TFOJ and the same is repeated 
in Special Issue-1. I just wanted to 
know the need for new issues, be- 
cause the fact is already clear that 
Srila Prabhupada is Diksa Guru of 
ISKCON for its lifetime." 

- Rakesh Vaiwala, Surat, India 

Editor replies: 

It is a fact that the BTP Special 
Summary Issue and The Final 
Order (TFO) are enough to 
convince a person that Srila 
Prabhupada is the Diksa Guru of 
ISKCON. But presenting the con- 
clusion from different angles of vi- 
sion serves a dual purpose: 

a) It strengthens the faith of 
those who are already convinced. 

b) It helps convince those 
who are not already convinced. 

And this can be confirmed by 
reading the many appreciative 
letters we get after each issue. 

In addition, BTP is going deep- 
er into the subject matter with 
each issue, as well as providing 
evidence regarding other devia- 
tions from Srila Prabhupada's or- 
ders. 

Furthermore, devotees derive 
inspiration from reading about 
other devotees and reading what 
is happening regarding the IRM's 
progress. Also, if a person has 
faith in certain ISKCON gurus, 
then exposing the arguments of 
these "gurus" helps that person 
surrender to the real guru - Srila 
Prabhupada. And, of course, we 
always need to answer questions 
from devotees and give them an 
opportunity to express their real- 
isations. 

So taking all these different 
reasons, it is clear that BTP will still 
be needed for quite some time. 
When all our readers begin writ- 
ing to us that they have nothing 
further to learn from BTP instead 
of appreciating it, then we can see 
about stopping it. But we are no- 
where close to that point yet. 


"Please, please, please can we 
begin to see some uplifting and 
inspiring Krsna-katha for once. 
When, oh when will we be remind- 
ed of the glories of Vais navi sm? No 
wonder Westerners are failing to 
join, internal strife is driving them 
to Buddhism for shelter!!!" 

- Jayavati Ninaraighe, Co. Cork, Ireland 

Editor replies: 

Your letter provides an inter- 
esting contrast to the overwhelm- 
ing volume of correspondence we 
receive stating the complete op- 
posite of your complaint (please 
see the Letters pages of each 
and every issue). While you call 
for "some uplifting and inspiring 
Krsna-katha", a couple of our read- 
ers in this issue, for example, have 
written to us stating: "I've been 
reading BTP for some time nowand 
it is very uplifting" and "I am very 
much inspired by the magazine". 

Of course, if you want to spe- 
cifically read about the pastimes 
of Lord Krishna ( Krsna-katha ), we 
are very happy to direct you to the 
books of our Guru Maharaja, Srila 
Prabhupada, which are full of nec- 
tarean Krsna-katha. 

Through BTP we are also re- 
minding everyone about the "glo- 
ries of Vaishnavism"you speak of, 
since we are presenting and de- 
fending the teachings of the most 
glorious Vaishnava devotee of the 
Lord - Srila Prabhupada. 

Westerners are failing to 
join ISKCON because ISKCON 
has kicked out the Guru - Srila 
Prabhupada - and decided to in- 
stead become a commercial en- 
terprise whose main business is 
collecting money in the name of 
Vaishnavaism (please see the arti- 
cle on page 12 of this issue -"Their 
puja goes to hell!"). The IRM and 
BTP exist to preserve and propa- 
gate the original, pure teachings 
of Srila Prabhupada, and there- 
by bring everyone, including 
Westerners, under the shelter of 
his lotus feet. 


"Why don't you add to your 
magazine stuff with practical rec- 
ommendations, like how to per- 
form kirtan etc?" 

- Dima Muzhetsky, Haifa, Israel 

Editor replies: 

Thank you for your sugges- 
tion. However, the focus of the 
magazine is to combat an emer- 
gency situation - the hijacking of 
the ISKCON movement and the 
seat of its Spiritual Master - His 
Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta 
Swami Prabhupada - by unau- 
thorized "gurus", as made clear 
in the IRM Mission Statement on 
page 10 of every issue. No other 
publication or institution on the 
planet is currently doing this on a 
global, organized scale. 

The practicalities of how 
to perform kirtan, offer food to 
Krishna, set up an altar at home, 
and to practice other Vaisnava 
teachings can be learned from 
any experienced devotee of Srila 
Prabhupada, or better still, direct- 
ly from Srila Prabhupada's teach- 
ings, which are full of practical in- 
structions on how to perform de- 
votional service. But all of this is 
of no use if one first does not even 
know who the Guru is, since de- 
votional service cannot be per- 
formed directly to Krishna with- 
out the via medium of the bona 
fide spiritual master; neither can 
it be performed by worshipping 
a bogus guru. For example, in 
ISKCON you will be taught how to 
practically chant the mantra of an 
unauthorized "guru"; how to offer 
food via an unauthorized "guru"; 
and how to set up an altar with 
the picture of an unauthorized 
"guru" to worship! 

So BTP is first trying to es- 
tablish that point without which 
Krishna consciousness cannot be 
practiced: that Srila Prabhupada 
is the only bona fide and author- 
ized guru for ISKCON. 

We welcome all correspondence. 

Email us: irm@iskconirm.com 


please chant Hare Krishna, Hare Krishna, Krishna Krishna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 
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Their puja goes to hell! 


E ven devotees who accept 
that there is a guru hoax and 
general mass deviation occur- 
ring within ISKCON temples, still 
consider that at least the temples 
have nice Deity worship going on 
to high standards, and hence this 
is one bona fide activity which can 
be supported in temples which 
otherwise may be supporting the 
deviant guru hoax. 

We examine this proposition 
by reference to a room conversa- 
tion held on July 17th, 1977, and 
all quotes below, unless other- 
wise indicated, will be from this 
conversation. 

Not possible for temple to 
maintain 

Prabhupada: No, if he marries, 
why he should not take respon- 
sibility of maintaining? Why he 
should marry if he has no power 
of maintaining? 

Tamala Krsna: What does that 
mean, "power of maintaining," 
Srila Prabhupada? 

Prabhupada: He must main- 
tain his wife, children nicely. 
Otherwise why he should marry? 
Tamala Krsna: He shouldn't ex- 
pect the temple to maintain him. 
Prabhupada: That is not possi- 
ble. 

Tamala Krsna: Of course, he 
might be thinking, "Well, I'm a pu- 
jari, so the temple should pay me 
money to maintain my family." 
Prabhupada: If we have got 
brahmacari pujari, why should 
we maintain a grhasthal He is not 
only one pujari. We have got san- 
nyasi, brahmacari. Why should we 
maintain a grhasthal And where is 
the means? After all, these things 
are to be adjusted. I can give you 
the ideas. 

So Srila Prabhupada is not in 
favour of temples being used as 
a source of income for personal 
maintenance. Because to do so 
has grave consequences, as Srila 
Prabhupada goes on to answer: 


Their puja goes to hell! 

Prabhupada: The pujaris were 
given in Vrndavana the temple, 
and they made it a source of 
income. Just like the gosais are 
doing. Their puja goes to hell. 
Tamala Krsna: Who? 
Prabhupada: Mean these 

grhas tha pujari. G rad u a I ly t he puja 
will go to hell. They'll gradually 
glidedown howto maintainfamily 
by showing the Deity. That is... 
The gosais are doing. People have 
sentiment to give something to 
the Deity, and they will depend 
on that income. Bas. 

This is very clear. Temples 
operated for collecting money 
via Deity worship for persons to 
maintain themselves, leads to the 
puja (worship) going to hell! 

The reality 

Given all of the above - is this 
what is happening in ISKCON? If 
so, we can see no matter how 
"nice"the Deity worship - the puja 
will go to hell. So are temples just 
using the Deities as sources of in- 
come? One only needs to hear 
from one of ISKCON's own leading 
authorities: 

"ISKCON has gone from being 
beyond Hinduism to being -- 
very much Hindu! Temples have 
become centres for making cul- 
tural and social events, priests 
earn a livelihood doing wed- 
dings and hair cutting ceremo- 
nies, congregational members 
are encouraged to send their 
donations and get the blessings 
of the Lord and their names on 
plaques. Temples once the ex- 
clusive hold of Gaura-Nitai & 
Radha-Krishna now are dom- 
inated by murtis of demi- 
gods. In some quarters ISKCON 
has undergone considerable 
Indianisation." 

(HH Jayadvaita Swami, ISKCON Studies 
Conference, July 28th, 2007) 


The above actually describes 
the situation today in many tem- 
ples, regardless of their philo- 
sophical affiliations and whether 
or not they are under GBC control 
- the temple is simply a commer- 
cial enterprise by which the resi- 
dents can earn their livelihood - 
and this is severely condemned. 

Actually required 

Later on in the same conversa- 
tion Srila Prabhupada states: 

Prabhupada: Just like British 
Empire lost. They could not 
manage. So long they were 
managing well, it was going on. 
Tamala Krsna: Too much 
expansion with not enough good 
management. 

Prabhupada: No. 

Tamala Krsna: Similarly, we 
should not expand too quickly... 
Prabhupada: No. 

Tamala Krsna: ...unless we have 
the proper management. 
Prabhupada: I am stressing, 
therefore, book selling. 

Tamala Krsna: Hm. 

Prabhupada: Not opening 

temples. 

Tamala Krsna: Oh. Yes. This is the 
reason, one of the reasons. Hm. I 
don't think many devotees think 
in terms of that, but this is a very 
practical point, that selling books, 
once you make the sale, that's it. 
The book will act. 

Prabhupada: Yes. It will remain 
permanent. 

Tamala Krsna: Hm. It establishes 
itself as a Deity within a person's 
home. 

Prabhupada: Yes. 

Tamala Krsna: The book. 
Prabhupada: Now I have given 
my program. 

Hence the movement was 
meant to be continued based on 
literature distribution, not open- 
ing temples. And this was the 
"program" Srila Prabhupada says 
he has "given", just 4 months be- 



Srila Prabhupada: 
The perfect pujari 


fore he departed. 

Srila Prabhupada explains 
why he opened temples: 

"Your desire for opening 
many temples is very laud- 
able, but unless you pre- 
pare some temple worship- 
pers then the temples will re- 
main vacant. So in this age, it is 
more important to create dev- 
otees than to construct tem- 
ples. My Guru Maharaja ad- 
vised me to give more stress 
on literary work such as pub- 
lishing books and magazines 
in Krishna Consciousness, and 
temple opening is a second- 
ary consideration. I am just try- 
ing to open some temples in 
the Western countries because 
there is none." 

(Srila Prabhupada Letter, March 16th, 
1969) 

Conclusion 

The common trend today, 
whatever the philosophical per- 
suasion, seems to be: we can't 
go wrong if we put up a temple, 
show the Deity, collect money 
from largely Hindu worshippers 
and in that way watch the money 
roll in, keep oneself nicely main- 
tained and live happily ever after. 
But such a program is to be con- 
demned and will result in noth- 
ing other than the "puja going to 
hell"! 


please chant Hare Krishna, Hare Krishna, Krishna Krishna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 



please chant Hare Krishna and your life will become sublime! 
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Monitor madness 


I n our last issue we pointed out 
that HH Bhakti Vikash Swami 
("BVKS") confessed that he should 
not become a diksa (initiating) 
guru, but only a monitor guru: 

""Monitor guru" seems to 
be the most suitable position 
for me — an older student guid- 
ing a younger one, who may 
well surpass the monitor as he 
grows older but will always re- 
main faithful and respectful to 
him; the teacher of both is the 
same. 'Nikunja-yuno' etc. in re- 
lation to me? Not even a joke; 
it's ridiculous." 

(BVKS, Medic Village Review , Issue 14, 
September, 1990) 

But shortly after he made this 
statement, he went on to become 
a regular ISKCON GBC-elected 
diksa guru to whom "Nikunja- 
yuno" is sung every morning by 
his disciples. 

As we will now expose, this 
rank hypocrisy of hiding be- 
hind the "monitor guru" label to 
disguise one's actual supposed 
"Nikunja-yuno" status* seems to 
be a common pattern amongst 
ISKCON's unauthorized GBC vot- 
ed-in diksa gurus. 

* Srila Prabhupada describes this sta- 
tus as follows: "Nikunja-yuno rati-keli-sid- 
dhyai ya yalibhir yuktir apeksaniya. So the 
ultimate goal of the spiritual master is that 
he wants to be transferred to the planet of 
Krsna, where he wants to associate with 
the gopis to help them to serve Krsna. [. . .] 
some of the devotees, spiritual master, 
they are thinking of becoming assistants to 
the gopis" (Lecture 9/9/1973) 

What is a monitor guru? 

A monitor guru is basically 
a siksa (instructing) guru on be- 
half of the diksa guru, who takes 
on some students just as a lead- 
ing student does on behalf of the 
teacher in school: 

"This means that a candi- 
date who has successfully fol- 
lowed the first twelve items can 
also become a spiritual master 
himself, just as a student be- 


comes a monitor in class with a 
limited number of disciples. [...] 
In the next stage, the candidate 
does not become afflicted by 
lamentation and illusion." 

[Easy Journey to Other Planets , His 
Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami 
Prabhupada) 

Prabhupada: In India the 
system is in the school that the 
best student is appointed ... What 
is called in English? The chief stu- 
dent is called "minor/' or... "M," 
beginning. 

Tamala Krsna: Monitor. 

Prabhupada: Monitor, yes. 
Monitor. So He was monitor. 
That is the same. And He'll teach 
the students from grammar all 
Krsna. 

(Room conversation, 4/8/69) 

These quotes make it clear 
that: 

a) A monitor guru acts on be- 
half of the diksa guru, assisting 
him as a siksa guru whilst the diksa 
guru is present, just as a head stu- 
dent will assist the teacher in class 
by teaching the other students. It 
is not that he has succeeded the 
teacher after the teacher has de- 
parted and become a teacher 
himself. 

b) The monitor guru is no- 
where near being a self-realised 
diksa guru, still being afflicted by 
lamentation and illusion, just as a 
head student is nowhere near be- 
ing a qualified teacher. 

The deception 

So even though there is a 
world of difference between a 
diksa guru and monitor guru, we 
see below two regular ISKCON 
diksa gurus claiming they are in 
fact only humble monitor gurus: 

"I am most fallen, as I am so 
arrogant as to agree to take up 
the post as one of your mon- 
itors (consult Easy Journey to 
Other Planets p. 34: concept of 
monitor-guru)," 

(HH Bhakti Tirtha Swami, Vyasa-Puja 
offering, 1985) 


"In 1 990 he accepted his first 
disciple as Srila Prabhupada 
had wanted his followers to 
also guide and initiate others in 
Krishna Consciousness. He took 
up this task in the spirit of be- 
ing one of Prabhupada's "mon- 
itor" gurus. Now he has initiat- 
ed over a 100 disciples." 

(Website biography of HH Mahavishnu 
Swami [UK]) 

Deception is admitted! 

But the introduction to 
Mahavishnu Swami's authorized 
biography makes it clear that he 
is a "Nikunja-yuno" diksa guru and 
not a "monitor guru" lest we make 
the mistake of actually believing 
what he has written!: 

"The Biography below was 
written originally by one of his 
disciples, but Maharaja altered 
it and expanded on the original. 
When reading his Biography, 
please always bear in mind 
the following important words 
from Srila Prabhupada: 

One who is an actually bona 
fide spiritual master, represent- 
ative of Krsna, is not different 
from Krsna. PURPORT: Srila 
Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura 
says: saksad-dharitvena samas- 
ta-sastrair uktas tatha bhav- 
yata eva sadbhih. The spirit- 
ual master is described in eve- 
ry scripture as the representa- 
tive of the Supreme Personality 
of Godhead. The spiritual master 
is accepted as identical with the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead 
because he is the most confiden- 
tial servant of the Lord (kintu 
prabhor yah priya eva tasya). 
Srimad-Bhagavatam 4.29.51". 

As we have noted above, "sak- 
sad-dharitvena" and "kintu pra- 
bhor" along with "nikunja-yuno", 
are sung every morning during 
mangala-arati prayers to the diksa 
guru, glorifying him, amongst 
other things, as personally assist- 
ing the gopis - a glorification only 
meant for Srila Prabhupada! 


ISKCON guru attacks monitor 
deception 

Even one of ISKCON's biggest 
guru hoaxers, HH Jayapataka 
Swami ("JPS"), the Sannyasa- 
guru of the just mentioned HH 
Mahavishnu Swami, has blasted 
such claims to being "monitors" 
when one is supposed to be act- 
ing as a diksa guru: 

"The guru should announce 
to his disciples that he is spiritu- 
al master as a monitor only, etc. 
etc. Then what is next? That 
he should say he actually can't 
guarantee to take them back 
to Godhead by following Srila 
Prabhupada's teachings since 
he is unqualified? Then how he 
can accept disciples?" 

(JPS, Prabhupada Disciples Forum on Com, 
June 1999) 

Conclusion 

So whilst it would be a great 
improvement if ISKCON's unau- 
thorized diksa gurus did actual- 
ly act as monitor gurus, we see it 
is just more cheating to go along 
with the original cheating of 
claming to be diksa gurus. So the 
cheater gurus like to pretend they 
are simply humble "monitors", 
whilst their disciples and the GBC 
like to glorify their gurus as being 
so "humble", being "only" moni- 
tors on behalf of Srila Prabhupada. 
Such a false show of humility is in- 
tended to attract even more fol- 
lowers to such cheaters. But all 
the time both act as if the ISKCON 
guru is a full-fledged "assistant to 
the gopis " diksa guru. Because in 
Kali-yuga , the age of hypocrisy 
- WORDS SPEAK LOUDER THAN 
ACTIONS! 

Those who wish to no longer 
be cheated need to stop playing 
such games, and accept that Srila 
Prabhupada alone is ISKCON's 
diksa guru, and his cheating suc- 
cessors with their cheating labels 
need to be rejected. 


please chant Hare Krishna, Hare Krishna, Krishna Krishna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 
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Who are the 


real mayavadis ? Case study of His 


B elow we expose yet anoth- 
er supposedly "self- realised/ 
as good-as-God" spiritual mas- 
ter speaking the usual contradic- 
tory gibberish when trying to at- 
tack Srila Prabhupada's position 
as the diksa (initiating) guru of 
ISKCON. This time it is the turn 
of HH Gi ri raja Swami ("GRS"), an- 
other one of the GBC's 70-odd 
voted-in "gurus" Amongst oth- 
er nonsense, GRS makes the lu- 
dicrous claim that accepting Srila 
Prabhupada as the diksa guru of 
ISKCON is the same as mayovada 
(im persona list) philosophy. Yet, 
as we shall show using his own 
words, it is actually GRS who is 
preaching mayavada philosophy. 
All the quotes in the yellow tinted 
panels come from a lecture given 
by GRS on June 4th, 2009, glorify- 
ing HH Jaya pataka Swami ("JPS") 
at his "Vyasa-Puja" celebration. 

100 false arguments 

"And therefore, Sripada 
Jayapataka Swami Maharaja 
was so vehement in his 
opposition to the ritvik 
philosophy. We heard that, 
you know, probably a hundred 
arguments against ritvik-vada." 

Actually as anyone who goes 
to this weblink- 

www.iskconirm.com/docs/ 
webpages/1 00_deviations.htm 
- can verify for themselves that 
JPS only gives 1 00 already defeat- 
ed false arguments! 

Never authorised 

"According to the ritviks, Srila 
Prabhupada never could have 
intended that the eleven people 
that he named to initiate, 
he never intended that they 
could actually keep the rules 
[...] he knew that in the future 
they would have difficulty and 
therefore he never could have 
intended them to become 
gurus." 


We conclude the first 11 "gu- 
rus" were not authorised as diksa 
gurus based on the fact that such 
a diksa guru order was not giv- 
en, not on speculating what Srila 
Prabhupada must have "intend- 
ed" ("The Great Guru Hoax, Part 
1"). We do not need to speculate 
what Srila Prabhupada "intended". 
And GRS's and ISKCON's own pre- 
mier authority, the now deceased 
Tamala Krishna Goswami ("TKG"), 
agrees: 

"Actually, Prabhupada never 
appointed any gurus . He didn't 
appoint eleven gurus. He ap- 
pointed eleven ritviks. He nev- 
er appointed them gurus. Myself 
and the other GBC have done the 
greatest disservice to this move- 
ment the last three years because 
we interpreted the appointment 
of ritviks as the appointment of 
gurus. After Prabhupada's de- 
parture, what is the position of 
these eleven people? Obviously, 
Srila Prabhupada felt that of all 
the people, these people are par- 
ticularly qualified. So it stands to 
reason that after Prabhupada's 
departure, they would go on, if 
they so desired, to initiate." 

(HH Tamala Krishna Goswami, Topanga 
Canyon, 3/12/1980) 

TKG makes it clear that Srila 
Prabhupada only appointed 11 
ritviks (representatives) and he 
did not authorize them to be- 
come diksa gurus. Rather, the sit- 
uation was that they would go on 
to become gurus only because 
" they so desired" to do so, not be- 
cause Srila Prabhupada ordered 
them to do so. 

Wrong premise 

"So the idea that Prabhupada 
must have known that 
they would fall down and 
therefore he could not have 
recommended them to initiate 
disciples, the very premise is 
wrong. The very premise is 
wrong." 


Yes, the very premise is wrong 
because it comes from GRS's fer- 
tile imagination. We do not claim 
Srila Prabhupada must have acted 
in a certain way based on specu- 
lating over his reasons for taking 
such an action. Rather, we simply 
follow what he actually ordered. 
For example, we accept his ap- 
pointment of ritviks on July 9th, 
1977, but since he gave no order 
for those ritviks to become diksa 
gurus we can not accept their 
authority as diksa gurus. TKG 
has also ably pointed out that 
Srila Prabhupada only appointed 
ritviks, and the decision of these 
ritviks to transmogrify into diksa 
gurus was theirs and theirs alone, 
and not based on any order from 
Srila Prabhupada to do so. 

Srila Prabhupada is the link 

"If one does not need a link, a 
personal link to the disciplic 
succession, if one can bypass 
the immediate link, then you 
could. ..one could bypass 
the next link and the next 
link and the next link and 
one approaches Krishna 
directly. But the actual [...] 
"One must surrender to the 
guru. "Tad viddhi pranipatena 
pariprasnena sevaya". " Pranipat ", 
one must surrender to the 
guru. " Pariprasnena ", one asks 
questions, and "sevaya", one 
renders service." 

a) Another fabricated, im- 
agined argument from GRS. Srila 
Prabhupada is everyone's person- 
al link to the disciplic succession 
since he is the current link. Hence, 
the question of jumping over the 
current link, Srila Prabhupada, 
does not even arise. No one 
has been able to state via an or- 
der from Srila Prabhupada when, 
how and why Srila Prabhupada 
stopped being the current link. 

b) Yes, one must surrender 
and inquire from the guru, but as 


we demonstrated on page 6, this 
instruction applies to the disciple, 
and hence if it required the guru 
to be physically present then GRS 
himself cannot surrender or ask 
questions to Srila Prabhupada. 
So he is contradicting himself as 
well. 

Giriraja's imagination 

"[...] without personally 
being accepted by Srila 
Prabhupada, one can imagine 
that one has been accepted 
by Srila Prabhupada, then 
one could imagine that one 
has been accepted by Srila 
Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati 
Thakura, or by Srila Rupa 
Goswami, by Sri Chaitanya 
Mahaprabhu or by Krishna 
himself. The ritviks may have 
a picture of Srila Prabhupada 
and they may imagine that he 7 s 
accepted them. But how do they 
know? How do they know?" 

The only imagination occur- 
ring here is coming from GRS 
whose fertile imagination fab- 
ricates what he claims we pro- 
pose. Srila Prabhupada set up a 
system whereby his representa- 
tives would accept future ISKCON 
members on his behalf as his per- 
sonally initiated disciples, without 
any involvement from himself: 

Srila Prabhupada: "So without 
waiting for me, wherever you 
consider it is right... That will 
depend on discretion." 

Tamala Krsna:"On discretion." 
Srila Prabhupada: "Yes." 

Tamala Krsna: "That's for first 
and second initiations." 

Srila Prabhupada: "Hm." 
(Appointment of Ritviks, Room 
Conversation, July 7th, 1977) 

Two days later, this delega- 
tion was confirmed with the ritvik 
representatives having full pow- 
erto accept disciples without Srila 
Prabhupada's involvement: 


please chant Hare Krishna, Hare Krishna, Krishna Krishna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 







please chant Hare Krishna and your life will become sublime! 
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Holiness Giriraja Swami 


"Now that Srila Prabhupada has 
named these representatives. 
Temple Presidents may hence- 
forward send recommendation 
for first and second initiation to 
whichever of these eleven rep- 
resentatives are nearest their 
temple. After considering the 
recommendation, these repre- 
sentatives may accept the dev- 
otee as an initiated disciple of 
Srila Prabhupada by giving a 
spiritual name," (July 9th, 1977 direc- 
tive to all GBCs and Temple Presidents) 

Hence, we simply need to fol- 
low the system Srila Prabhupada 
gave for ISKCON, not GRS's imag- 
ined ideas. 

I have no guru! 

"It's... it's a living relationship 
with a living person where he 
is there to give you instructions 
coming from Vyasa through 
disciplic succession, and you 
are there to render service to 
him, which he in turn offers 
through disciplic succession 
to Vyasa. There's no room for 
imagination." 

GRS himself has no "living per- 
son" currently to give him instruc- 
tions or to whom to render serv- 
ice. In fact, many of the disciples 
Srila Prabhupada initiated before 
November 1977 never met him or 
inquired from him. So GRS is ba- 
sically arguing that he has no rela- 
tionship with Srila Prabhupada, as 
it is all imagination. 

I am full of mental 
speculation 

"Once Prabhupada quoted a 
verse by Yamunacarya which 
was spoken by Rupa Goswami 
and Sanatana Goswami 
when they first met Caitanya 
Mahaprabhu and they asked to 
have Him as their master, living 
master. They said that when we 
have you as our living master 


we will feel completely pacified 
and we'll be free from mental 
speculation." 

Since Srila Prabhupada's disci- 
ples, including GRS and JPS, have 
not had any "living master" for 
at least the last 32 years, is GRS 
claiming they are full of mental 
speculation since no "living mas- 
ter" is there to pacify them? 

Living contradiction 

"In the old days, before the 
computer, before the airplane, 
gurus would have a small 
asrama and their disciples 
would live with them in their 
asrama and there would be 
regular daily instruction by the 
spiritual master and regular 
daily service to the spiritual 
master personally and directly. 
But.. .of course, it began 
with Nityananda Prabhu, the 
Nama Hatta. It was expanded 
by Bhaktivinoda Thakura 
where different preachers 
are assisting the fallen souls 
and as Malati Prabhu said, 
and it is so true, under Srila 
Prabhupada's direction, Srila 
Jayapataka Swami Maharaja 
really elaborated the Nama 
Hatta program." 

Having just argued that the 
guru-disciple relationship must 
be a "living relationship with a liv- 
ing person where he is there to 
give you instructions" GRS now 
offers a contrary proposition by 
stating that this was actually only 
the case in the "old days". Rather, 
today, the guru does not need to 
give regular instruction to the dis- 
ciple since he is now assisted by 
many other preachers. 

Still universally acting 

"Jayapataka Maharaja had 
asked Srila Prabhupada, "Is it 
true that the spiritual master 



HH Giriraja Swami: 

Imagined guru successor 

will remain in the material 
world until all of his disciples 
are delivered?" And Srila 
Prabhupada replied, "Yes, it is 
true that the spiritual master 
will remain in the universe until 
all of his disciples are delivered, 
and therefore the disciples 
should be very careful not to 
commit any offense that will 
create an obstruction in their 
spiritual progress and thus 
oblige the spiritual master to 
have to come back again."" 

So according to GRS, Srila 
Prabhupada is still in the universe, 
and has the ability to continue ac- 
cepting service and inquiries from 
disciples, but somehow not the 
ability to accept new disciples, 
even though he specifically set up 
a ritvik representative system to 
do this, whilst authorising no suc- 
cessor gurus. 

I am a mayavadi 

"And there really is a connection 
between ritvik-vada and 
mayavada ... So mayavada 
philosophy really cuts at the 
very root of the relationship 
between the disciple and the 
spiritual master. And ritvik- 
vada is similar. Ritvik-vada is 
similar." 

GRS states 3 times that 
"ritvik-vada" (repeating Srila 
Prabhupada's order that he is the 




Srila Prabhupada: 

The current guru in reality 

diksa guru of ISKCON) is similar to 
mayavada philosophy, because it 
supposedly "cuts at the very root 
of the relationship between the 
disciple and the spiritual master". 
But by this definition, since it is 
Srila Prabhupada who is ISKCON's 
spiritual master, the real maya- 
vadis are persons such as GRS, 
who via their Guru Hoax are deny- 
ing everyone a relationship with 
Srila Prabhupada as their spiritu- 
al master, by insisting that instead 
we have to accept GBC gurus such 
as himself and JPS as substitute re- 
placements. They thus "cut at the 
very root" of this relationship. 

Conclusion 

We have again demonstrat- 
ed the continued inability of any- 
one to speak on the subject of gu- 
ru-tattva without offering a litany 
of contradictions, gibberish, and 
straw-man arguments (a straw- 
man argument is attacking a posi- 
tion -the "straw man"- not held by 
one's opponent). The fact that it 
is impossible for anyone, even the 
guru hoaxers, their "God-realized" 
status notwithstanding, to speak 
sensibly, what to speak of cor- 
rectly, whilst trying to defeat Srila 
Prabhupada's position as the diksa 
guru of ISKCON, should alone 
convince any sane person of the 
irrefutability of Srila Prabhupada's 
diksa guru status. 


please chant Hare Krishna, Hare Krishna, Krishna Krishna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 









"So Swamiji has at first cleared the atmosphere. Prepared the ground...by preaching name and the sandesh of Gita ... he prepared. 
So very important work ... so he has done this task and it was so necessary for that world...for all world...he has done but he has not 
done everything by doing that. It was only basement. [...] But. ..we are deprived of that... he could not complete his work." 

(Lecture, September 19th, 1994) 


"Srila A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada said, "Everything is in my books." He has given everything, but it is in seed form. He 
has only given a hint. Now you have to dive deeper and deeper, to the deepest region, then you will collect the invaluable gems 
that are there. Prabhupada's purports need explanation." 

(Preface, Mathura Meets Vrindavan) 




The speaker of the first statement is HH Narayana Maharaja ("NM") of the Gaudiya Matha, while the second statement is from ISKCON 
guru HH Gour Govinda Swami who, as noted above, is to be worshipped on his "disappearance day" every year by the entire ISKCON 
movement. Ironically, the same GBC member who demonised NM had, only a few years earlier, glorified him all over ISKCON: 



"Narayana Maharaja is a well-wisher of ISKCON and its devotees, and his judgement and discrimination are held in high 
regard." 

(Ravindra Svarupa Das, ISKCON Journal, 1990). 


Having removed Srila Prabhupada as the bona fide diksa (initiating) Guru for ISKCON, the GBC clearly have no compunction in either 
promoting their "gurus" and "well-wishers" as great Vaishnavas, or condemning them as great demons, even when they are preaching 
the same anti-Prabhupada philosophy - whatever the GBC decides is expedient at the time to keep their unauthorized guru business 
afloat. This is in stark contrast to the IRM. Since our beginning we have only preached one, unchanging line of guru-tattva philosophy: 


PADA IS THE REAL GURU 
NO SUBSTITUTES. 


HAlOBD* 


THE BOOK THE GBC DOES NOT 




The solution to all this ISKCON guru 
confusion is clearly explained in the 
book "The Final Order". 

To receive a FREE copy, please 
email us at: irm@iskconirm.com 

or fill out the enclosed reply card 

or write to our address 
given on page 2. 
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"I hope this book will be read 
carefully and discussed widely because 
the profound issues it raises demand 
consideration at all levels. Every devotee 
has a real stake in the matter." 

From the Foreword by Professor 
Kim Knott, Head of Religious Studies, 
Leeds University, UK 









